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United Nations Climate Report
Don’t Panic, Here is What YOU Can Do

Illustration by Daeg Hamilton/MainSheet

By Madison Medeiros
The United Nations’ Scientific 

Panel issued a climate report that 
foresees an irreversible future for 
the planet if action is not taken 
within the next 10 to 12 years. 
If greenhouse gas emissions 
continue to rise as they are 
presently, by 2040 Earth will be 
experiencing some of the most 
severe effects of climate change. 
The U.N. is calling for nations 
to take “unprecedented” actions 

to cut carbon emissions over the 
next decade, according to the 
report. 

This is not one state’s problem. 
This is not one country’s problem. 
This is not even one continent’s 
problem. Food shortages, 
inundated coastlines, severe and 
catastrophic storms, mass-die offs 
of coral reefs—this is a global 
problem and no system will be 
left untouched by the hands of 
Mother Nature.  

 “I think we haven’t had a wake-
up call like this in a very long time 
and we need it,” said Executive 
Director of the local non-profit, 
Sustainable Practices, Madhavi 
Venkatesan, Phd. “One individual 
can feel very much overwhelmed, 
but when you join an organization 
then it’s the collective power of 
that group that can really create 
change.” 

“It’s all interrelated. It doesn’t 
matter what you do, or what you’re 

Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle
By Cassie LeBel

Why is it that despite our efforts, 
most of what we try to recycle gets 
thrown away?

According to the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) website 
in the year 2015 Americans 
recycled 67% of paper and 26% of 
glass. Also, out of the 35 million 
tons of plastic generated that year 
only 9.1% was recycled. 

“I think if you poll people, 
probably eight to nine people out 
of 10 don’t realize what goes on 
with recyclables after they put 
them in the bin,” said Barnstable 
Town Council President 
Eric Steinhilber during a council 
meeting on August 9, as reported 
by The Barnstable Patriot. “More 
times than not, that just ends up in 

the trash anyway.” 
Nauset Disposal is the waste 

disposal service that is used at 
Cape Cod Community College 
(4Cs). Nauset Disposal uses a 
single-stream recycling program 
which means that all glass bottles, 
plastic bottles, cardboard and paper 
should be thrown into the same bin 
to be sorted later down the line. 

By James Flett
“When Pilgrim will return to 

100 percent power is considered 
business-sensitive, and we will not 
disclose that information,” said 
Patrick O’Brien, a spokesperson 
for the Pilgrim Power Plant, when 
questioned about the malfunctions 
the plant suffered from last year.

Although the power plant is a 
private business, it is responsible 
for supplying power to thousands 
of homes in Massachusetts and 
many people are concerned with 
both the reliability, and safety 
issues regarding the plant.

continued on page 3

talking about. There’s economic 
ends to it, there’s sociological 
ends of it, there’s environmental 
sides of it, but it all comes together 
and it all works together,” said 
Environmental Studies Professor 
and Biology and Bird Migration 
Expert Edwin Hoopes. “When 
you start pulling on the thread, the 
thread is attached to all sorts of 
other things that you didn’t think 
about.”

continued on page 4

Pilgram 
Power Plant 
Update

This seems simple, but what 
most people are unaware of is that 
there are still guidelines to follow 
besides throwing it all into one bin.

For example, caps on bottles 
should all be removed, newspapers 
should be tied up and most 
importantly all items going into a 
recycling bin should be clean. 

continued on page  3

Unlabeled recycling bins in the Grossman Commons        Cassie LeBel/MainSheet
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Concerning the environment, 
what do you think is the biggest issue of our lifetime? 

Tiffany Bruyere Cykka Lovett

Mona Yusuf

Mary Cronin

Angel Shepard Dakota Eno’proulx

“The endangerment of animal life.” “Human domination. We take over everything 
and it’s not fair to our environment and the 

other forms of life living in it.”

 “The C02 emission from the meat and dairy 
industry.”

“The use of plastics, things like water bottles, 
Keurig coffee cups and all of those things.”

“Our kids are going to have a different image 
of nature. They won’t be as appreciative be-

cause everything is going to change.”

“Littering.”

Question of the Week

Photos and Interviews by Alexis Nawrocki

Photo Courtesy National Geographic

Featured in 

Before
the 
Flood
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continued from page 1
This means 

that bottles 
should be rinsed 
and any food 
waste, from 
grease on a plate 
to the core of an 
apple, which is 

placed in a bin with recyclables 
has now deemed that the entire bin 
will be thrown away. 

This is a huge problem on the 
4Cs campus as most students 
who eat in the cafeteria are prob-
ably aware.  

When going to throw trash away 
students are faced with three col-
ored bins: red, green and blue. No-
body quite knows what those col-
ors mean as there are no clear and 
defined labels.

Even those who do manage to 
sort their trash respectfully will 
have their efforts tossed aside as 
those who are careless or simply 
clueless will just throw their trash 
into whichever bin is nearest them, 
pizza crust and all, before heading 
off to class. 

And who can blame them? 
Wentworth Institute of Technol-

ogy in Boston seems to have found 
a solution. Enrolled students can 
become a member of the Went-
worth Environmental Collabora-

Recycling: Everything You Need to Know
tive (WECo.) which is a student 
organization that hopes to improve 
campus sustainability.  

“We have separated trash, com-
post and single-stream recycling 
in our dining hall,” said Tatiana 
Kiss-Coviello, a student member 
of WECo. “Every building has 
multiple recycling bins.” 

Their dining hall also uses biode-
gradable trays and plates and does 
not offer straws. 

Despite these factors students a 
part of WECo. still have questions 
about where their waste goes.  

“WECo. is currently investigat-
ing Wentworth to see if they’re 
actually recycling or just throw-
ing it all in the trash,” said Kiss-
Coviello. 

Wentworth has a program for 
students to advocate for their en-
vironment, but at 4Cs there is cur-
rently no environmental or sustain-
ability clubs in which students can 
go if they are faced with questions 
about on-campus recycling. 

While there are a lot of questions 
that remain unanswered when it 
comes to recycling, it is important 
to note that recycling is just one 
of three ways to limit the amount 
of waste thrown away. Reducing 
and reusing are the other aspects 
of waste management that should 
be considered before things even 

come to recycling. 
Reusable water bottles 

and travel mugs can be pur-
chased at the bookstore and 
the cafeteria offers a pricing 
discount to those who bring 
their own mug to fill as op-
posed to taking a disposable 
one. 

Students should also con-
sider looking through old 
school supplies before pur-
chasing new ones to see if 
they have anything they can 
use from the previous se-
mester before going to the 
store to purchase new sup-
plies, preferably ones made 
from recycled materials. 

Currently, the only school 
supplies offered at the book-
store that are made from recycled 
materials are index cards. 

As of October 2006, the 4Cs 
mission statement included “a dis-
tinctive focus on sustainability.” It 
is a focus which can no longer be 
found in the current mission state-
ment despite the fact that 10 years 
later with our current climate con-
ditions, sustainability is becoming 
a more crucial issue than ever. 

“I think we need to leave this 
Earth, for our children, how we 
found it—or at least improve it,” 
said Campus Life Office Assistant 

Tina Frias, who for a brief time 
while the Sustainability Club was 
still active, sat as interim faculty 
advisor.

Students are heavily encouraged 
to use their voice to question the 
current recycling system in place 
and to advocate for better on cam-
pus sustainability.  

Even small actions make a huge 
difference in the fight to improve 
our climate. 

Pilgrim Power Plant: What the Future Holds
continued from page 1

Pilgrim has had numerous 
problems in recent years and is 
leaking hazardous materials. With 
government powers and busi-
nesses focusing more on renew-
able energy sources, it is hard to 
see why a hazardous, unreliable 
nuclear power plant is necessary.

Pilgrim has a huge problem 
with the amount of used fuel rods 
it must currently store. Fuel rods 
can leak radiation which is a se-
rious hazard to both people and 
the environment. The plant was 
originally designed to store 880 
used fuel rods; however, the cur-
rent number of used rods in its 
storage is about 3,300. With the 
storage area being only 200 feet 
away from the shoreline, the risk 
of water contamination and dan-
ger to the ecosystem increases 
with time.

State Senator Ed Markey stated 
his concerns regarding Energy 
Corp., the corporation that owns 
Pilgrim Power Plant, in a formal 
complaint letter: “Residents living 
near the Pilgrim site are concerned 
that Energy Corp.... [is] not taking 
climate change, flooding, and oth-
er environmental threats into suf-
ficient consideration when evalu-
ation the safety of spent nuclear 

fuel stored onsite at the plant.”
Markey has focused much of his 

political career on environmental 
issues and finds the problems with 
Pilgrim to be serious.

While there are strict govern-
ment regulations on the dispos-
al or storage of spent fuel rods, 
many power plants throughout the 
country have violated these regu-
lations.

Due to the complexity of the 
storage of the fuel rods, it is chal-
lenging for any power plant to 
properly store or dispose of them. 
Many states do not want to allow 

the storage or disposal of the rods 
to take place inside its borders due 
to the immense hazards they can 
cause. This has resulted in many 
fuel rods that are degrading or 
even leaking radiation to remain 
in their current improper state of 
storage.

According to the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission (NRC), nucle-
ar power plants can cause great 
security risks due to the nature of 
the materials onsite. In the event 
of a terrorist attack the power plant 
could be targeted in an attempt to 
cause widespread radioactive haz-

ards. This would be unlikely due 
to the NRC’s strict security regu-
lations that every nuclear power 
plant in America must adhere to. 
Pilgrim is always under constant 
protection from private armed se-
curity.

However, the event of a natural 
disaster damaging the plant is far 
more likely and could result in 
severe radiation leakage. While 
earthquakes are uncommon in the 
Massachusetts area, hurricanes 
pose a serious threat to the plant. 

Damage to the plant could result 
in events as deadly as the nuclear 
meltdown that happened in Fu-
kushima Japan several years ago. 
Flooding is also a constant threat 
because of how close the storage 
site is to the shoreline—a mal-
function that close to shore could 
result in irreversible water con-
tamination.

While there have recently been 
attempts to shut down Pilgrim, the 
issue of where the spent fuel rods 
and other hazardous waste would 
go has caused the shutdown pro-
cess to take a much longer time. 
With the president’s plan to revive 
nuclear power sources as a major 
energy and business entity it is un-
clear if Pilgrim will be shutdown 
at all.

                                                                                       Madison Medeiros/MainSheetJim Garb, Mary Lampert and David Agnew 
lead the 2017 Pilgrim panel discussion

Hana Zayatz/MainSheet
Trash bin located in Science Building
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IN YOUR CUP:
An individual should consider 

their water footprint each time they 
drink a beverage that is not water.

Coca-Cola and beer use five to 
ten times more the amount of wa-
ter than a 12 ounce glass of water 
would.

It takes 120 ounces of water to 
produce a 12 ounce beer, and it 
takes 60 ounces of water to make a 
12 ounce bottle of Coca-Cola. 

It’s not as simple as one might 
think. Coca-Cola owns popular 
beverages such as Fanta, Gold Peak 
Tea, Minute Maid, Honest Tea, 
Powerade, Vitamin Water, Sim-
ply Orange, SmartWater, Dasani, 
among many more.

“What we’re not realizing is that 
each time you drink a beverage 
that’s not water, you’re actually 
overconsuming your resource—
and it’s a finite resource, especially 
fresh, clean water,” said Venkate-
san. 

Consumers craving coffee should 
also be aware of the environmental 
impacts.

The most common coffee that 
people drink is from a sun planta-
tion, which is an area in the forest 
that has been cut down and replaced 
with nothing, but coffee plants. For 
the coffee producer, it is good as the 
coffee grows faster directly under 
the sun. But, for the environment, 
migrating birds and fragile ecosys-
tems that surround the area—the 
coffee plantations are destructive. 

Purchasing coffee that is Rainfor-
est Alliance, Fair Trade, Organic, 
and Bird-Friendly certified, will en-
sure that the beans are shade-grown 
in humane conditions, keeping 
rainforests and biodiversity intact.

Rainforest Alliance and Bird-
Friendly certifications help pre-
serve the rainforests and prevent 
habitat loss.

“Literally the kind of coffee you 
drink can help change the world. 
It’s literally something that simple,” 
said Hoopes.

IN YOUR SHOPPING CART:
Eating local and organic foods 

can have a strong impact on the en-
vironment and economy.  

Eating local reduces the trans-
portation footprint and the carbon 
footprint related to that. It reduces 
the methane footprint, as most lo-
cal growers are growing on a small 
scale. It reduces ground water con-
tamination from pesticides, while 
promoting economic sustainability 
in the community. 

“The person who grows the food 
wants to keep you as a customer. 
They’re going to make sure it’s 
healthy and free of pesticides and 
things that could be harmful to your 
health,” said Venkatesan.

Consumers must weigh the envi-
ronmental costs when purchasing 
items—especially meat.

Half the red meat produced every 
year comes from commercial feed-
ing operations. The emissions as-
sociated with large food operations 
are carbon dioxide, methane and 
nitrous oxide. 

Meat products have a larger car-
bon footprint than grains or vegeta-
bles due to the quality of life of the 
animal.

Although a vegetarian diet greatly 
reduces an individual’s carbon foot-
print, switching to a less intensive 
meat diet can prove to be beneficial 
too.

Purchasing grass-fed beef rather 
than corn-fed beef, ensures that 
the animal had free, open space to 
roam, a vegetarian diet and was 
killed humanly.

“Get away from eating the cheap-
est grocery store beef you can get, 
don’t eat it as often—but when you 
do eat it, eat the very best you can 
afford and spend a little bit more 
money,” said Hoopes.

IN YOUR YARD, INSIDE 
YOUR HOME:

Whether an individual owns acres 
and acres of land, or a small patch 
just outside their door, planting na-
tive flowers, plants and trees in their 
yard can make Cape Cod’s biodi-
versity flourish.

Native plants are more suited for 
the Cape’s environment. They can 
easily adapt to the local conditions, 
and tend to not require as many re-
sources, such as water and fertilizer. 

The run off of fertilizer from the 
yards enters the creeks, estuaries 
and water column, causing an in-
crease in the amount of nutrients. 
This is why Cape Cod is seeing an 
increase in algae blooms, which 
can look like a green film covering 
ponds and lakes, choking out the 
sunlight. 

“You get those green lawns at a 
price. It’s a huge amount of water 
that has to be applied to get that 
nice, green lush grass. You need to 
put a lot of herbicides and pesticides 
as well. All of that severely impacts 
the local estuaries,” said Hoopes.

Switching incandescent light 
bulbs with LED bulbs reduces the 
amount of energy used, as well as 
unplugging appliances when not in 
use. 

Composting and recycling also 
reduce the amount of household 
waste, and can later be used for oth-
er things down the line. 

“There’s lots of things that can 
be done to help reduce the level of 
carbon. They’re ready to go right 
now,” said Hoopes. 

IN YOUR TOWNS:
Getting involved in local govern-

ment can make a big difference. 
Attending town meetings, running 
for local government positions and 
starting organizations within the 
community are all assets to solving 
a climate crisis. 

“We forgot how to be participants 
in our own regulatory process,” 
said Venkatesan. “The problem is 
you have 15 towns that operate in-
dependently from one another, even 
though they’re on this one land 
mass. Cape Cod should institute on 
a county basis certain policies. And 
those policies should be related to 
carbon emissions.” 

“It all comes back to the many lo-
cal decisions that are made, wheth-
er it’s here or locally in Madagascar 
or Costa Rica,” said Hoopes. “It’s 
a volatile time right now. Anything 
you do is going to work and is go-
ing to be helpful.”

IN SOCIETY:
Society is capable of change. The 

United States of America has seen 
this before during the Civil Rights 
Movement in 1964. That is the best 
example of how people changed 
first and how regulation followed. 

“If you have a society that under-
stands that doing this is harmful to 
us all, as well as themselves, then 
we create a permanent change. We 
continue to try to be better every 
time we look at the problem,” said 
Venkatesan.

In the next 25 to 30 years, the 
planet is expected to gain an addi-
tional 2 billion people to the ever-
increasing human population. 

The overwhelming influx of hu-
mans will continue to occur, further 
exasperating climate change.

“Are we going to survive? Yeah 
we’ll survive. Will it be the same 
planet that you see today 30, 40 or 
50 years from now? No it will not,” 
said Hoopes. “You have got to con-
trol climate. You cannot continue to 
allow the climate to go like it has 
been going, because if you do it’s 
going to be a drastically different 
world.”

What You Can Do to Protect the Planet
continued from page 1
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Higgins Art Gallery: Nature Interrupted

The Bars

Photo Courtesy Higgins Art Gallery

Joerg Dressler
An exhibition featuring the recent work by visual artist and Artist-in-Residence.

He displays his experiences of reality filtered through his perception. 
As a result, disjointed experiences of the seen and unseen are reassembled, creating 

in the work a new dimension of reality.

Cottage Street

Artist Joerg Dressler addressing exhibit visitors

After Lorrain Exhibit in Higgins Art Gallery
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Can You Reduce Your Carbon Footprint? 

United States Bee Population on the Decline

By Dan Maguire
The issue of climate change 

has grown as years have gone on. 
People have contined living their 
daily lives, without knowing that 
they are a part of the issue leaving 
behind their carbon footprint. 

A carbon footprint is defined as the 
amount of carbon being omitted by 
an individual directly or indirectly. 
Everyone’s carbon footprint differs 
based on their lifestyle, habits 
and location. Mostly everyone 
contributes to their own carbon 
footprint by the way people travel, 
the food they eat and the amount of 
electricity they consume.

The obvious question remains: 
How can someone reduce their 
carbon footprint? Environmental 
Science Professor Catherine Etter 
had a few simple ideas on how 
someone can do so.

“One of the largest sources of 
carbon comes from the driving that 
people do,” said Etter. 

Etter suggests that people 
find modes of transportation 
environmentally friendlier than 
cars that require gas. The easiest 
alternative to driving is simply 
walking or biking to wherever the 
destination is. People could also 
take public transportation whenever 
possible. Carpooling is also efficient 
as it shrinks the amount of burning 
fossil fuels from cars by limiting 

the number of drivers commuting.
“Carbon from transportation 

is the big issue, but purchases of 
new products, especially resource-
intensive products, is just as big,” 
Etter said.

One of the big steps people could 
take is simplifying their lifestyle 
by only keeping things they use 
or enjoy on a regular basis. By 
reducing belongings, people 
naturally purchase and create 
less waste in the future. What this 
means is understanding a product 
before it is bought, such as how the 
production of the product impacted 

By Devon Perry
Bees are rapidly 

making their way 
up the United 
States endangered 
species list.

Although, some 
may have the fear 
of being stung—

the bee is essential to everyday 
living. Bees are not on a hunt to sting 
or harm humans, but instead their 
main responsibility is to pollinate.

There are many different types of 
bees, but some we are most familiar 
with in the U.S. are the: Honey Bee, 
Bumble Bee, Sweat Bee, Digger 
Bee and Killer Bee. 

Bees have an important job of 
collecting the pollen and nectar 
from different types of plants. They 
take this pollen and nectar that they 
collect and transport it back to their 
hive, where they convert it into 
honey. This is an important process 
for both the bee and the flower. 

A condition known as Colony 
Collapse Disorder is now causing 
the populations of bees to decline. 
The phenomenon occurs when the 
vast majority of worker bees in the 
colony disappear and abandon the 
queen bee, scarce resources and 
nurse bees to tend to the newly born 

bees. 
According to the Nation Resource 

Defense Council (NRDC), more 
than 25-percent of the managed 
Honey Bee population has 
disappeared since 1990. 

The Honey Bee, which makes 
up about 80% of all pollinators—
including flowers, fruits, nuts 
and vegetables—went on the 
endangered species list back 
in 2017. Bogs, farms and local 
residents have taken matters into 
their own hands and created bee 
houses on their property to help 
pollinate the area. The bees usually 

thrive in the spring and summer 
months, according to Greenpeace, 
an international organization 
comprised of dedicated activists 
fighting climate change.

“Worker bees (females) live 
about six weeks in summer and 
several months in the winter. 
Colonies produce new worker bees 
continuously during the spring and 
summer, and then reproduction 
slows during the winter. Typically, 
a bee hive or colony will decline 
by 5 to 10 percent over the winter, 
and replace those lost bees in the 
spring. In a bad year, a bee colony 

might lose 15 to 20 percent of its 
bees. In the U.S., winter losses have 
commonly reached 30 to 50 percent, 
in some cases more,” it states on the 
Greenpeace website.

But, the cold winters are not the 
only reason why the bee population 
is decreasing. The use of pesticides, 
used commonly to kill bugs and 
unwanted pests, is harmful to bees.

These pesticides are inadvertently 
on the fruits and flowers that are 
grown. The bees then take these 
deadly toxins with them to the hives 
after pollinating the plants, foods 
and flowers. 

A way that people can prevent the 
bees from being exposed to these 
harmful poisons, is to stop the use 
of pesticides. 

“By restoring bee populations 
and healthier bees, ecological 
agriculture improves pollination, 
which in turn improves crop 
yields,” the Greenpeace website 
states. “Ecological farming takes 
advantage of the natural ecosystem 
services, water filtration, pollination, 
oxygen production, and disease and 
pest control.” 

If humans do not help and try to 
get the bees off the U.S. endangered 
species list, rates will continue to rise 
and eventually lead to extinction.  

the environment and what further 
impacts there will be with the 
disposal of the product.

“There are also smaller things 
people can do such as limit the 
energy they use on a daily basis,” 
Etter said.

Producing and using electricity 
more efficiently reduces both the 
amount of fuel needed to generate 
electricity and the amount of 
greenhouse gases along with 
other air pollution emitted as a 
result. Electricity from renewable 
resources such as solar, geothermal 
and wind generally does not 

contribute to climate change or 
local air pollution since no fuels are 
combusted.

People can reduce energy waste 
by buying efficient space heating 
and cooling systems, sealing 
heating and cooling ducts and 
adding insulation. People can also 
use LED lights as energy saving 
alternatives to regular lighting 
appliances.

All of these methods to reduce 
your carbon footprint are easy to 
do and can make a hugely positive 
impact on the environment if they 
become commonplace.

Photo Courtesy Global Coin Report

Photo Courtesy Futurism 
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Opinion: Electric Cars Will Not Save Us
By Dillon McCarthy

The future of the car industry is in 
electric cars. Whether or not folks 
like me want to admit it or not, it 
seems today that every vehicle on 
the road will be electric sometime in 
the future. 

This is overall a good thing, be-
cause oil is running out and electric 
vehicles don’t produce carbon emis-
sions. I have no doubt in my mind 
that one day when every car is elec-
tric, there will be new tech-
nologies making that world 
a better one than we have 
now. However, in the mod-
ern United States, driving 
an electric car does not do 
wonders for your ecologi-
cal footprint as many may 
claim. As a matter of fact, I 
am of the opinion that it only 
does more harm to the earth. 

The first and most impor-
tant thing to note about elec-
tric cars is how they work. 
While most cars have en-
gines which use gasoline to 
produce energy that makes 
the car move, electric cars 
have motors which use 
electricity. 

These batteries aren’t like the stan-
dard AA and AAAs that we’re all 
used to, however. To make a 2,000 
pound car move, they need to be 
very powerful. 

For this reason, batteries in elec-
tric cars are made from many rare 
earth metals, required to handle such 
power, which are environmentally 
taxing to dig up and even worse to 
assemble. The importation of these 

metals and the materials used to 
make the cars (and in the case of 
foreign cars like the Nissan Leaf, 
the whole car itself) is also a notable 
part of the process. These materi-
als are exclusively brought across 
oceans on large cargo ships, six of 
which produce more carbon emis-
sions than all gas burning cars ever 
made. 

While it is true that one individual 
person’s choice to buy domestic over 

foreign will not change the practice 
of shipping cars from Asia—the 
argument can still be made that 
through a full life cycle analysis, 
a gas-guzzling Ford pickup truck 
made from 70% American parts is 
responsible for less carbon emis-
sions than an imported Nissan Leaf. 

The carbon emission heavy pro-
cesses of extracting rare metals, 
importing them and assembling 
electric cars cancel out any positive 

effects that an electric car brings to 
the environment. 

This is not all, however, as it is 
important to note where electric cars 
get their juice from. Instead of stop-
ping at a gas station, electric cars 
must recharge at the owners house 
in in specialty parking spots outside 
of businesses. 

This effectively shifts the en-
ergy toll from gasoline to the local 
electric grid. In the United States, 

the majority of 
electricity still 
comes from coal 
burning power 
plants, which are 
by all measures 
produce much 
worse effects 
than gasoline 
cars. 

Overall, it is 
important to re-
member that just 
because a car 
uses gasoline 
doesn’t mean 
that it can’t be 
sustainable. If 
you want to im-

prove your carbon footprint, then 
don’t buy a new electric car, just 
drive less with the car you have for 
as long as possible. 

Also, remember that transportation 
accounts for around 14% of carbon 
emissions and that cows in the beef 
industry emit methane (a chemical 
more harmful than carbon dioxide) 
at a much faster rate and that the best 
thing any individual can do for the 
environment is to quit eating beef.

Opinion: Science & Morals for Politicians
By Juan Otero

Consistently there is a lack of un-
derstanding from congressional po-
sitions for scientific topics. 

Within the increasingly scien-
tifically driven, technologically 
advanced society which we call 
home; those who write our legisla-
tion are merely required to be capa-
ble of spouting nonsensical drivel 
and comprehending political jargon 
as the primary requirements. 

Respectable comprehension for 
most topics that are brought to them 
are not required. These individuals 
more often than not seem to simply 
cast votes as though drawing from 
an inverted hat, lacking in a true di-
rection or basis for opinion. 

Displays of pure ignorance to 
worsening climates and pollution 
are rampant, denying such topics is 
commonplace even more so. Mo-
ments in which climate and pollu-
tion are mentioned are brushed off 
abruptly; citing ill-qualified sources, 
illegitimate “research” performed 
by the individuals employed by the 

offending parties of pollution, or 
blatantly false information/ignorant 
uneducated opinions. Claiming that 
shifts of average global tempera-
tures by multiple degrees within a 
timespan of mere decades (during 
which no major ecological disaster 
have occurred) are “normal,” while 
dismissing extremely well-docu-
mented facts entirely. 

No politician should ever be per-
mitted voting rights upon a topic 
in which they’re not properly edu-
cated, they should also not be per-
mitted to have their pockets lined to 
earn a vote.  

This breaks into a topic of a mor-
al debate; should politicians be al-
lowed to have such long careers as 
to allow effective “purchasing” by 
corporations or external backers? I 
believe no; in order to advance in 
terms of willingness for improve-
ment of the world, a call for mas-
sive restructuring of governmental 
positions, alongside modification 
of election processes are required. 

There is more than enough data 

on the topic of global climate shifts 
and worsening status to be able to 
pass insight unto those who need 
to be making the decisions. A base-
line understanding should be es-
tablished, and more information 
digested before a single vote is to 
be passed. 

By disallowing career politicians 
this action could be halted as new 
faces enter into the vacant seats and 
carry topics of focus with them. A 
limit on the number of terms to be 
served and shortening of the dura-
tion of said terms could be an effec-
tive countermeasure to the rampant 
purchasing of high ranking offi-
cials. Revoking the status of cor-
porate personhood, thus removing 
the ability for corporations to make 
“donations” to political campaigns 
and or figures, serving at the mini-
mum as some form of buffer should 
also be highly considered. Hope-
fully steps of this nature would 
prevent occurrences of pure igno-
rance/corporate “ownership” of an 
individual.

Photo Courtesy Jalopnik.com
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4Cs Program Showcase
Wednesday, October 24 from 11:00AM until 1:00PM 
Faculty and program coordinators from more than two dozen academic 
programs will be on hand to answer your questions and give you 
information about their degrees and certificates. From Nursing and 
Dental Hygiene to Criminal Justice, Buisness, and beyond.
Location: Grossman Commons, Cafeteria

Keyes Memorial Beach, Hyannis MA    Madison Medeiros/MainSheet

LGBTQ+ Club Meeting
Every Wednesday,  2:00 PM until 3:30 PM
All students welcome. The club strives to build a supportive community 
on campus to participate in a free, open environment in which students 
of all gender identities and expressions and sexual orientations can 
easily socialize and eagerly learn.
Event Location: North Building 117

Foriegn Film Series Beat: 
Every Tuesday, 3:30 until 5:30 PM 
October 23: In My Country  (Italy-2004)
In My Country takes place in South Africa at the beginning of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission. Set up by Nelson Mandela and Bishop 
Desmond Tutu as a more peaceful way for South Africans to deal with 
the many wounds of apartheid. Samuel L. Jackson plays a Washington 
Post reporter and Juliette Binoche plays a South African journalist, 
traveling with the press covering the commission.
Location: Lecture Hall A, free of charge.

Children’s College Campus Walk 
Wednesday, October 31 at 9:45 AM
The Children’s College will be doing their annual walk around the 
College to treat the campus to some great songs and smiles!  They will 
start from the center at around 9:45 AM and head towards the Cafeteria 
then to Administration Building, Library, MM Wilkens, then the North 
building.

Study Abroad: London and Paris in January 2019
Take advantage of the opportunity to study abroad with fellow college 
students. Non-students, friends, family and staff are also welcome to 
participate in the travel portion of the course. Departure date: May 13, 
2019. Return date: May 20, 2019.
Please feel free to contact Professor Clark with any questions or 
concerns. 

The Dental Hygenine Clinic is Now Taking Patients
September 20 until December 4 on Tuesdays and Thursdays
The services include diagnostic and preventative dental hygenine 
services such as x-rays, cleanings and sealants. 
Location: Ground floor of the MM Wilkens Building
Contact: Appointments can be made in person or by calling 774-330-
4371

Chess Club Meeting
Every Monday, 2:00 PM until 4:00 PM
All students are welcome to participate and enjoy some fun yet 
competitive chess. 
Location: Grossman Commons, Upper Commons

Active Minds Meeting
Every Wednesday,  2:00 PM until 3:00 PM
Members meet weekly to plan events on campus that raise awareness and 
promote a dialogue around issues, such as mental health and education 
for the entire student body about resources in and around campus.
Location: MM Wilkens Hall, Room 105

Life Fitness Open Hours
Hours: Monday through Thursday,  9:00 AM until 6:00 PM
Visit the Office of Student Life to obtain your Student ID. Bring your ID 
to the Life Fitness Center and fill out a membership form. 

The Life Fitness Center is also hiring Work Study Students!
For some information please contact:
Tracy Morin, MSEd, ACSM-CPT
Campus Engagement and Wellness Programs Coordinator
tmornin@capecod.edu, 508-362-2131 x4680

STEM Week: Skip The Straw Film Festival
Wednesday, October 24 from 5:30PM until 7:00PM
An evening of Ocean Plastics awareness and student films exploring 
problem-solving in our region’s Blue Economy sector hosted by CARE 
for the Cape and Islands. View the documentary “Straws,” a locally 
produced “Skip the Straw” film about students taking action against 
plastics in the ocean, and student films about their work with regional 
STEM-rich instructions. 
Location: Lecture hall B, free of charge

The Children’s College
Children from as young as 2-years and nine-months to 5-years are 
eligible for enrollment in the preschool program. School aged students 
up to eight are eligible for care during school vacations if space is 
available. The professionally trained staff provide the structure and 
program flexibility to meet the needs of your child.
Visit www.thechildrenscollege.net for more details.
Hours: Monday through Friday, 7:15 AM until 5:15 PM

LGBTQ+ Club Movie Night
Presenting The Breakfast Club
Friday, October 26 from 3 PM until 6 PM
Pizza, popcorn and soda provided!
“They were five total strangers with nothing in common, meeting for the 
first time. A brain, a beauty, a jock, a rebel and a recluse.
Location: Lecture Hall B

Announcements

DISCLAIMER: THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THE MAINSHEET DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF ITS EDITORS, STAFF, OR CAPE COD COMMUNITY COLLEGE

University of Massachusetts Boston’s 
RN-BS Program Information Table
Wednesday, October 24th 
10:30 AM until 2:30 PM & 5:00 PM until 6:30 PM.
Outside the Lecture Halls in the Science Building
Are you interested in completing your BS on the Cape? 
Attend classes Tuesday evenings, 5:00 PM until 9:30 PM. New cohort 
beginning in January 2019 for the Spring semester! Representatives 
from UMass Boston’s Undergraduate Admissions Department will be 
present to answer all your questions.
 All students interested in acquiring a BS degree are encouraged 
to stop by, or contact UMass Boston Admissions, 617-287-6100 or 
undergrad.admissions@umb.edu.

Announcements
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