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4Cs paves paths for accessibility
by Joe Thorpe

After nearly six months of 
heavy construction, Cape Cod 
Community College (4Cs) opened 
the Fall 2019 semester with a new 
walkway, compliant with the stan-
dards of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) of 1990.

With an ultimate cost of 
$2,582,124, the renovation is the 
college’s most significant since 
the 2017 $3.7 million nursing ex-
pansion on the lower floor of the 
North building. The funding for the 
accessibility project was awarded 
by the Massachusetts Division of 
Capital Asset Management and 
Maintenance (DCAMM), who 
began planning the project in co-
ordination with 4Cs financial and 
maintenance offices in Decem-
ber of 2017. The construction 
broke ground in March of 2019 

and reached the level of substan-
tial completion after an extended 
deadline into July.

“[The] original schedule was 
late June,” said Joe MacKinnon, 
Director of Facilities Manage-
ment at 4Cs. “But due to unfore-
seen conditions, the schedule was 
extended. There were a lot of un-
known walls and structures below 
the existing ramps that we had 
that weren’t documented on any 
aspect drawings. So, they led to 
some challenges. And, of course, 
the utilities intermingled into 
those substructures that have to be 
worked around very carefully, and 
in some cases replaced. And, we 
also added some additional scope 
to the project.”

To improve accessibility to 
campus, in phase one of the con-

struction the old entrance path 
from the Nickerson Administra-
tion building, going along the 
front entrance of the Tilden Arts 
Center and through to Grossman 
Commons, was leveled to meet 
ADA standards of an accessibility  
slope. The construction removed 
several small sets of stairs along 
the way. There are also several 
new handicap accessible parking 
spaces added to the entrance area, 
commonly known as the flagpoles.

The second phase is where 
the path veers into the quad prop-
er, which has been repaved and 
sloped for easier access to the 
Wilkens Library.

Phase three repaired the park-
ing lot behind Grossman Com-
mons leading to the WKKL radio 
station, the Lorusso Technology 

building, and the Life Fitness Cen-
ter. Over the summer break, areas 
of parking lots around the ring 
road also received damage control 
that will continue as need is deter-
mined.

Additional to the major con-
struction of removing and re-
placing the walkways, many new 
guardrails, handrails, benches and 
trash receptacles have been put in 
place. The Nickerson Administra-
tion building’s lobby has also been 
remodeled.

A supplemental element of 
natural landscape beautification 
featuring plants and stones have 
been included to the extent that 
was feasible within the budget af-
ter ADA compliance was insured.

continued on page 2

Arts & Humanities
welcomes new dean
by Mike Kehoe

Cape Cod Community Col-
lege (4Cs) is currently on the 
hunt for a new Dean. 

Dr. Kathy Vranos, who served 
a year long term as the Dean of Arts 
and Humanities here at 4Cs, got 
an offer she couldn’t refuse when 
another college came knocking at 
her door. She now holds the posi-
tion of Vice President of Academ-
ic Affairs at Dean College, where 
she will oversee all the academic 
programming and supervise all 
academic leadership. A promotion 
like that would be hard for anyone 
to turn down, and the leadership 
at 4Cs wishes her nothing but the 
best in her future endeavors.

“Dean Vranos is missed,” said 

Arlene Rodriguez, Vice President 
of Academic and Student Affairs at 
4Cs. “But we understand that this 
new position is a great opportu-
nity for her and a long-time career 
goal.”

In a previous interview with 
the MainSheet, Vranos talked 
about all the different pots she 
had her hand in across campus. 
She oversaw academic programs 
and student success initiatives in 
her department, and she was in 
charge of the hands-on learning 
programs of the Media Board, 
such as WKKL and Sea Change.

continued on page 6

See page 5 for more 
about campus clubs

Students utilize new walkway. Joe Thorpe/MainSheet

Cassie LeBel/MainSheetWKKL and Phi Theta Kappa club booths.
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“The whole intent behind 
this project was an accessibility 
project, right? So, we got a lot of 
wonderful extra...beautification 
and improvements...as well. But, 
the primary goal and the funding 
for this project was to make this 
college more accessible for folks 
with mobility challenges,” said 
MacKinnon.

Though the significant compo-
nents of the renovation are com-
plete, there is still a punch list of 
minor but safety regulated items 
ongoing. Surveying the new en-
trance ramp, it may be noticed 
some guardrails have plastic bar-
riers attached with zip ties, those 
will be replaced with permanent 
steel barriers, and the staircase 
leading from the library and Mau-
reen M. Wilkens Hall (Wilkens 
South) to the lower-level parking 
lot was still under completion at 
the time this article was written.

“[DCAMM] prioritizes the is-
sues by, obviously, impact from 
volume of mobility challenged in-
dividuals… [and] what entrances 
they might use, what programs 
they’re using at the college, etc. 
So, they prioritized, we still have 
some other work to do here,” said 
MacKinnon.

That same lower-level parking 
lot behind Wilkens South was also 
intended for updating to include 
increased handicap parking, un-
fortunately funds from DCAMM 
were depleted and that aspect has 

been shelved until an undeter-
mined later date.

The parking lot is just one of 
four projects in various stages of 
action to improve accessibility 
around campus and beyond. Again, 
in partnership with DCAMM, 4Cs 
has recently completed a survey of 
campus restrooms.

“You’re looking at everything 
from toilet paper roll heights, to 
door openers, right?” said MacK-
innon. “So, starting at the front of 
the restroom, how do you get in? 
Is there an accessible route to the 
restroom? To when, now, when 
you’re in the restroom, how can 
you use the restroom if you have 
mobility challenges? So, it’s a 
very detailed survey where you 
measure everything, toilet seat 
heights, grab bars, toilet petition 
doors, faucets, heights of sinks, 
everything...We want to pick the 
ones that need the most attention 
from a deferred maintenance per-
spective, because let’s face it, the 
restrooms are 50 years old, but 
some of them get utilized a lot 
more than others.”

4Cs has already been awarded 
$5.6 million from the state for de-
ferred maintenance around cam-
pus. Deferred maintenance refers 
to what the school’s maintenance 
staff can achieve without the hir-
ing of outside contractors and ar-
chitects.

With restrooms being the next 
project in store for 4Cs renewal 

and accessibility, improvements 
to outdoor lighting around campus 
are currently in the study phase. 
Lighting will also be a three-tiered 
project from parking lots, increas-
ing inward to the ring road and fi-
nally along campus pathways and 
other inner campus fixtures. Al-
ready, $1 million has been award-
ed for the lighting project.

Signage is another topic that is 
currently on the table for accessi-
bility improvement.

“[T]hat’s another accessibility 
project we have going on. When 
you come, and you look at the 
signs around campus, how do you 
[know] what’s the best way to get 
from point A to point B? Even 
in buildings, what’s the best way 
to get to certain locations?” said 
Lisa Kopecky, 4Cs Vice President 
of Finance and Operations. “So, 
we actually have done a complete 
survey of all the signage on cam-
pus. We’re working with a design 
firm in terms of identifying what 
would be the appropriate signs... 
and so, as soon as we get the de-
sign finalized, then you’ll start 
to see some signing and signage 
improvements around campus as 
well.”

Even with all these physical 
construction projects going on, 
the college website is also due for 
a facelift of sorts to become more 
inclusive of those with disabilities.

“There are issues with regard 
to a website that we’re working 

on,” said Paul Alexander, Associ-
ate Vice President of Human Re-
sources. “As I understand it, when 
it comes to vision, or people who 
may be hearing impaired and so 
forth, what are the things that in-
volve making sure that those bar-
riers don’t exist in terms of navi-
gating on our website? We are 
working actively on that as well, 
but that involves looking at every-
thing from attachments to docu-
ments, and so forth. So, that’s very 
comprehensive work being done 
now with our information technol-
ogy.”

With all of these projects at 
play, the biggest construction op-
eration the campus awaits is the 
long-time looming replacement of 
the Science building. That is go-
ing to be a very large project and 
as such, is also just in the planning 
stages.

The construction across cam-
pus provided plenty of jobs for 
hardworking construction workers 
of varying different skillsets. 4Cs 
offers a 17 credit, 6-course Con-
struction Management Certificate 
designed to impart the skills nec-
essary for supervisor and manage-
ment roles in the field, including 
code regulations, project manage-
ment, and environmental impacts. 

For more information, visit: 
https://www.capecod.edu/cata-
log/2019-2020/programs/certif-
icate-construction-management.
html

Campus benefits from on-going renovations
Library walkway before. Library walkway after.

Students cross new ramp to class. Finishing touches added to front entrance.
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One College, One Book to hold read aloud
For nearly 10 years the ‘One 

College, One Book’ program at 
Cape Cod Community College 
(4Cs) has offered students an op-
portunity to read a book alongside 
members of their community as 
well as take an interest in follow-
up events centered around dis-
cussing the themes of the chosen 
novel.

“I like the one book program 
because it encourages students to 
read for pleasure…” said James 
Kershner, a long-time professor at 
4Cs. “I’m finding fewer and fewer 
students read for fun and I’m glad 
this program encourages it.”

Past novels have included The 
Glass Castle, by Jeannette Walls, 
The Martian, by Andy Weir — in 
which a NASA astronaut came 
and spoke to the school- and 
most recently, The Curious Inci-
dent of the Dog in the Nighttime, 
by Mark Haddon. This story by 
Haddon, about a 15-year old boy 
with autism, lead to many power-
ful events on campus, including a 
stage-play production of the book 
that Kershner called, “the finest 
dramatic presentation I’ve seen at 
4Cs in twenty years.”

A workshop was also held by 
guest-speaker and special educa-
tion professor Dr. Stephen Shore, 
who helped educate the 4Cs facul-
ty on ways to better teach students 
with autism.

“In this digital age, it’s diffi-
cult to remind students how pow-
erful a book can be,” said Kersh-
ner. “Books can change people’s 
lives.”

This semester the 4Cs One 
Book committee has chosen the 
two-time Pulitzer Prize winning 
novel, Enrique’s Journey, by jour-
nalist Sonia Nazario. This book 
explores the trials of a young Hon-
duran boy as he braves the voy-
age to the United States to find his 
mother, 11 years after she had to 
leave her family in order to better 
provide for them.

“It’s a compelling story,” said 
Cindy Pavlos, chair of the One 
Book committee. “It doesn’t have 
a happy ending because immigra-
tion stories often don’t, but it’s a 
true story.”

Immigration is an ongoing is-
sue in the United States. If the 
word ‘immigration’ is googled, a 
multitude of fresh news reports on 
the subject will flood the search 
engine, with many stories less 
than 24-hours old.

“I know that people have 
strong feelings about immigra-
tion at the southern border right 
now because it’s so much in the 
news,” said Pavlos. “But this sto-
ry of a 14-year old, who’s fleeing 
extreme poverty, and looking for 
his mother, might be a story that 
resonates with people, and helps 
them to see an individual’s story 
through different eyes. And that 
might help them see the whole 
crisis, the current crisis.”

The hope is that by encour-
aging students to read a book 
surrounding this pressing topic 
through the perspective of some-
one who has experienced the tri-
als of immigration firsthand, that 
it will open their eyes to a wider 
viewpoint within this subject.

“The interesting thing,” said 
Pavlos, “the sad, but interesting 
thing is that it was written in 2006 
and now, 13 years later, it’s as cur-
rent an event as it was the year it 
was written.”

There are many events sur-
rounding this book that are being 
put into place across campus.

The first event is a read-aloud 
of the novel itself which will take 
place on September 25 and Sep-
tember 26 from 9 AM - 3 PM in 
the Grossman Cafeteria. All who 
are interested are invited to stop 
by and listen in for as long as they 
would like, or even read a passage 
from the work themselves if they 
choose.

Other events include a po-

tential story-telling workshop in 
which students would be granted 
the liberty to write out personal 
stories of immigration, whether 
that be through their own experi-
ences or that of a relative.

A film series surrounding sto-
ries of immigration from “differ-
ent countries, different perspec-
tives and different viewpoints” is 
also in the works. Motion-pictures 
such as Moscow on the Hud-
son starring Robin Williams and 
Brooklyn — the story of an Irish 
immigrant moving to New York in 

the 1950’s — are in consideration 
for the series.

“Books and films open your 
mind to different ways of thinking, 
different perspectives and helping 
to see things through someone 
else’s eyes,” said Pavlos.

Free copies of Enrique’s 
Journey are available to be 
signed out of the Wilken’s li-
brary. Students are highly en-
couraged to not only read this 
year’s One Book, but to also 
attend the follow-up events in 
place to continue the discussion.

courtesy of enriquesjourney.com

Cassie LeBel/MainSheet courtesy of enriquesjourney.comBooks available in Wilkens Library.

by Cassie LeBel

Enrique and author Sonia Nazario.
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photos and interviews by Jeffrey Leonard

What advice would you give to your 
former self as a first-time college student?

Question of the Week

Christine O’Campbell

“Be more in the moment. College 
is not just meant to prepare you 
for the future, but it is a wonder-
ful time of social and academic 
growth that you will never forget.  

And eat your vegetables!”

Corey Pells

“Learn the best you can.”

Jodie Tulloch

“Study hard & apply yourself.”

Ted Lyons

“Have a plan before you start.   
It’s best to have a plan instead of 
scrambling. Know the end before 

you start.”

Alex Cooper

“Do the best you can and main-
tain a positive attitude.”

Christine McCarey

“Reach out and get involved in 
campus activities.”

Ryan Yourell

“Do your work, or you will not be 
successful.”

Aaron Wan

“In retrospect, work ten times 
harder than your workload.”

What brought you to 4Cs?
“I used to teach part time at a dif-
ferent college, but I wanted some-
thing more full time. This college 
had everything I wanted.”

What is your favorite subject 
and why?
“My favorite subject would have 
to be media and society. The stu-
dents get to learn and be involved 
in how media affects them without 
their knowing.”

What are some things you do for 
fun?
“I like to write science fiction, 
voice act, and play my ocarina in 
my spare time.”

What does being a professor 
here at 4Cs mean to you?
“Being a professor here at 4Cs 
means making a positive lasting 
impact on my students. I want 
to be that person in my students’ 
lives.”

What was one of your biggest 
struggles growing up?
“My biggest struggle growing up 
would be fitting in. My interests 
were always obscure, but fortu-
nately I found others that appre-
ciated the fact that I was differ-
ent.”

Is there anything you don’t have 
right now that you wish you did?
“I currently wish I had a home of 
my own to settle down in.”

What is your favorite club that 
4Cs offers now?
“I love the anime club. I have al-
ways had an interest in Japanese 
culture.”

If you could create a club what 
would it be called and what 
would it entail?
“It would be called the Junior 
Ghost Hunting Club. We would 
study and discuss paranormal ac-
tivity.” Tyler Daniels.

Humans of CCCC: Professor Tyler Daniels
by Victoria Chiaramonte

Victoria Chiaramonte/MainSheet
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Student involvement fair showcases clubs
by Evan Nikas

From radio lovers to writers 
and everything in-between, Cape 
Cod Community College (4Cs) 
students gathered for the Student 
Involvement Fair in the Grossman 
commons cafeteria on September 
18. The Student Involvement Fair 
showcased many of the clubs and 
organizations available for stu-
dents to join during the current 
Fall 2019 semester.

“The goal here is to make sure 
students know about the clubs 
and organizations here on cam-
pus, and get them involved,” said 
Tracy Morin, Director of Student 
Engagement at 4Cs. “Clubs and 
organizations allow students to 
become more involved with the 
community.”

Formally known as ‘Club 
Day,’ the change to ‘Student In-
volvement Fair’ came from Mo-
rin. She explained that the change 
was made because there are more 
than just clubs for students to par-
ticipate in and the name should re-
flect that fact.

Clubs and organizations pro-
vide more than just an experience 
and an extracurricular activity. 

“The clubs here provide a 
sense of community and accep-
tance here on campus,” said Levi 
Bourke, President of the LGBTQ+ 
Club. “They build friendships and 
they expand outside of just the 
4Cs community.”

Samantha Moriarty is the Pres-
ident of the 4Cs ReStarT Club, 
which meets biweekly in South 
114 with the Active Minds Club. 
She explained that the goal of the 
ReStarT Club is to act as a peer 
outlet for students returning to 
school, giving them a place to turn 
to for guidance on both academic 
and social matters.

For Moriarty, the Student In-
volvement Fair was a perfect way 
to spread the word.

“I feel like students just want 
someone they can talk to,” said 
Moriarty. “And they may find it 
hard to reach out to a professor to 
say ‘hey, I’m struggling’.”

Austin Fierley is Vice Presi-
dent of the Active Minds Club and 
President of the Veteran’s Club. 
Both clubs center around advocat-
ing for the voice of the students, 
whether that be those struggling 

with their mental health or veter-
ans in need of help with reintegrat-
ing into a ‘civilian community.’ 

The involvement fair is highly 
beneficial to clubs such as these 
whose purpose focuses on stu-
dent support. Just the fact that it 
spreads awareness about clubs on 
campus is immensely helpful.

“If people don’t know about it, 
they won’t do anything about it,” 

Fierley said simply.
Here at 4Cs, there’s a little 

something here for everyone, stu-
dents just need to know where to 
look! This year’s Student Involve-
ment Fair was a huge success, 
leaving students with plenty of op-
portunities to share their interests 
with others across campus.

To start a new club at 4Cs, 
contact Tracy Morin for details. 

Active Minds and ReStarT Club set up table. Cassie LeBel/MainSheet

This semester Cape Cod Com-
munity College (4Cs) students can 
anticipate a number of upcom-
ing events, including the premier 
of a new on-campus production. 
Boundless, as described in a cast-
ing call email by Tilden Arts Co-
ordinator Vana Trudeau, is a play 
that “explores the lifestyle, the 
history and the future of the fish-
ing industry on Cape Cod.”

Some other campus events 

you can look forward to are a 
body-building competition around 
mid-fall, a Jazz Band concert in 
early December, and a production 
of Legaly Blonde put on by Sturgis 
High School. 

This semester, the Tilden Arts 
Center will be hosting the Ken-
nedy Center American College 
Theater Festival, a national the-
ater program dedicated to improv-
ing the quality of college theater 

in the US, which is “a huge honour 
to host,” says Trudeau, who also 
serves as a Board Member of the 
Kennedy Center American Col-
lege Theater Festival.

All the hard work that goes 
into these events is for the ben-
efit of the students. The goal is 
to make the stresses of college 
a little more bearable, to present 
students with an opportunity to 
advance in their studies and ca-

reers, to social network and make 
lifelong friends, and of course to 
entertain those lucky few in at-
tendance.

As the semester unravels, more 
details on these events will be re-
vealed and posted online under the 
Campus Events tab at the bottom 
of the 4Cs website. Check in with 
your MainSheet newspaper for 
reviews, tell-all’s and sneak pre-
views of these events. 

4Cs hosts variety of entertainment events 
by Krista Cascio

courtesy Cape Rep Theater
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Scholarships available for Phi Theta Kappa
Across the Cape Cod Com-

munity College (4Cs) campus, 
papers and brochures can be 
found advertising a group called 
Phi Theta Kappa (PTK). The 
question most students then ask 
is ‘what is this group and what 
do they do?’ As it turns out, 
knowing the answer to that ques-
tion could actually save students 
money as well as help further 
their academic careers.

PTK is an international honor 
society for two-year colleges and 
programs with over 1,200 chap-
ters and three million members 
worldwide. Luckily enough for 
local students, the 4Cs chapter is 
amongst the top across the entire 
organization, giving its members 
an edge even among their fellow 
honor students.

Becoming a member of PTK 
is easier than you might think. 
All a student needs to qualify for 
a membership is a GPA of 3.5 or 
above. After you meet this re-

quirement, you only need to hold 
a minimum GPA of 3.2 and not 
break the schools code of conduct 
in order to retain your status as a 
member.

One of the biggest draws for 
students towards a group like 
PTK is the potential for academic 
scholarships. According to their 
website, ptk.org, Phi Theta Kappa 
is partnered with nearly 750 four-
year universities that give away 
over 37 million dollars annually to 
its members.

“If you go to Northeastern, 
they’ll take 2,000 off the top of 
your tuition just if you’re a mem-
ber of Phi Theta Kappa,” said 4Cs 
PTK advisor Kate Martin. 

Martin named Boston Uni-
versity as one of the schools that 
gives out scholarships to multiple 
students as part of the honors so-
ciety. Though she explained that 
these scholarship opportunities 
are competitive, she encourages 
anyone who joins PTK to then, 

“be more involved in a leadership 
position,” in order to stand out.

Like most electives, PTK is an 
organization where students get 
out what they put in. Maintain-
ing their GPA, and following the 
schools code of conduct is all that’s 
explicitly required of members, 
but for those who put forth the ef-
fort and take on a more involved 
role, more paths and opportunities 
for success will open up.

“PTK members can be as in-
volved as they want to be with 
our college’s chapter,” said Noah 
Lamperti, a second-semester PTK 
member. “Scholarships are avail-
able for all students, especially ex-
ceptionally involved students.”

Lamperti explained that the 
4Cs chapter takes part in a local 
college project and an internation-
al ‘Honors in Action’ project, both 
of which aim to teach participants 
leadership skills through projects 
that aim to benefit the community.

PTK is an organization with 

an extensive list of benefits for 
the students who join; from the 
scholarships, to simply the social 
experiences gained from becom-
ing a more active member of the 
school’s ecosystem.

“During my first semester here 
at 4Cs, I felt as though I wasn’t 
engaged in a ‘real’ college experi-
ence . . . I did not feel as though 
I was a part of higher education,” 
said Lamperti. “Once I joined PTK 
in my second semester here, my 
outlook completely changed. Sud-
denly, I found myself able to in-
teract with other honors students, 
people who were engaged in their 
studies and who had a passion for 
academic success. This, in turn, 
helped motivate me to take a great 
deal of pride in my academic ex-
perience here at Cape Cod Com-
munity College.”

Any student that gets the op-
portunity to join PTK will have to 
seriously consider all the possible 
benefits to their academic futures.

Riley steps into interim position at CCCC

by Leonard Blanc

PTK advisor Kate Martin. PTK advisor advertises honors society.Cassie LeBel/MainSheet Cassie LeBel/MainSheet

continued from page 1

Cassie LeBel/MainSheetInterim Dean Bruce Riley.

“I really enjoy sitting on the 
Media Board,” Vranos said in No-
vember 2018. “Student leaders, 
faculty advisors, and employers 
come together to review opportu-
nities and generate ideas to maxi-
mize the student experience in our 
media vehicles.”

The leadership at 4Cs has 
rolled with the punches of this un-
expected departure and an in-house 
interim Dean has already been ap-
pointed in English Professor Bruce 
Riley, who is very eager to step in 
and be a resource for students.

“My main focus is to keep 
things running as smoothly as 
possible until the permanent Dean 
takes over,” Dean Riley said. “We 
will miss Dr. Vranos’ leadership 
skills and vision, but fortunately 
there are many dedicated, expe-
rienced folks who are more than 
capable of picking up any slack.”

When asked if he wanted to 

be considered for the job on a 
more permanent basis, Dean Riley 
played it cool.

“It’s interim and it’s very early 
days,” said Dean Riley. “So, while 
I’m leaning toward going back to 
my regular position, I’m not going 
to completely rule out applying 

for the permanent position if I feel 
like I can be of use in this role.”

According to Vice-President 
Rodriguez, the school is planning 
to launch its search for a perma-
nent replacement starting in late 
September or early October. The 
goal is to have the position filled 

by the Fall 2020 semester.
“As for pressing issues [related 

to the change], enrollment and re-
tention are primary for all of us on 
campus,” said Rodriguez. “But the 
faculty in the division who worked 
with her on a day-to-day level are 
clearly the most affected.”

Vranos was also a driving 
force behind the school’s new So-
cial Media and Digital Marketing 
program, with a proposed launch 
date of Spring 2020.

No matter his title, Dean Riley 
says that he has the same goal now 
that he has always had throughout 
his career.

“There are some issues that 
need attention,” Dean Riley said. 
“But my main focus, from starting 
in the Tutoring Center, to being a 
teacher, to now, is to help as many 
individual students go as far as 
they can with their education and 
in their life.”
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Earn social media certification
In an ever-changing world 

of technology, with social media 
evolving into a perennial and pri-
mary means of communication, 
now is the time to register for 
Cape Cod Community College’s 
(4Cs) new certificate in Social 
Media Marketing and Communi-
cations. This certificate will pro-
vide students with a tool that will 
serve as an opening to businesses 
seeking employees trained in the 
use of digital media platforms for 
marketing and communications 
purposes. Students in this program 
will have the opportunity to earn 
industry-recognized credentials.

“The capstone for the certifi-
cate is the co-op course which is 
cooperative work where the stu-
dent goes out into the field and 
works with someone...and the 
interest that people have in this 
is crazy,” said Communications 
Department Chair Nancy Willets. 
“I already have half a dozen busi-
nesses from Boston all the way 
through the Cape who have seen 
the advertisement for this pro-
gram, contacting me eager to work 
with our students.”

One possible route for stu-
dents is implementing a certificate 
degree that would “stack” into an 
Associate degree, meaning that 
students can earn their certificate 
first and begin working in this field 
while continuing to attend classes 
at 4Cs to earn their Associate’s.

“Another thing some students 

are doing is simultaneously do-
ing this over the course of two 
years,” said Willets. “So, by the 
time they’re finished, they’re go-
ing to have completed their certifi-
cate and their Associate degree be-
cause the classes all complement 
each other. We’re really speaking 
to a niche out there.” 

This industry has millennial 
written all over it. With an aging 
workforce, companies are on the 
lookout for the candidates who are 
the most adept with social media. 

Performing Arts Coordina-
tor Lisa Boragine discussed how 
gaining the skills and adding the 
certificate to a resume will create a 
much more marketable portfolio. 

“One of the things that is really 
important for people to be able to 
distinguish themselves from other 
people in the workplace is what 
kinds of skills they can provide 
in the workplace that the current 
employees don’t have,” said Bora-
gine. “So when people are looking 
for hires, they’re not looking for 
someone who’s been in a job for 
thirty years to all of a sudden be-
come a social media guru.” 

Gaining social media skills 
and becoming marketable is not 
all that is important. Using social 
media responsibly and appropri-
ately is crucial, because it is a pub-
lic bulletin board where all activ-
ity is archived, and inappropriate 
behavior can and will come back 
and ultimately damage job pros-

pects. So think before you post!
According to the Occupational 

Outlook Handbook by the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, employment 
in media and communications oc-
cupations is projected to grow six 
percent from 2016 to 2026. De-
mand for media and communica-
tion occupations is expected to 
arise from the need to create, edit, 
translate and disseminate informa-
tion through a variety of differ-
ent platforms. The median annual 
wage for media and communica-
tions occupations was $56,340 in 
May 2017, which was higher than 
the median annual wage across 
all occupations ($37,690). Most, 
but not all, entry level media and 
communications positions require 
a Bachelor’s degree. Most entry 
level positions in social media 
marketing and communications 
also require prior, hands-on expe-
rience.

Upon successful completion 
of the Social Media Marketing 
Certificate, students will be able 
to demonstrate desirable diligent 
work habits, technological compe-
tence, critical thinking and prob-
lem solving skills. It will also give 
students the credentials to pursue 
an entry-level position within a 
small business to assist in online 
marketing and communications 
management.

 Contact Nancy Willets for 
more information on this new and 
exciting program.

courtesy of lyfemarketing.com

by Drew Gallant
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Announcements

Janus Players Drama Club Meeting
Every Wednesday, 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM

If you are interested in theatre, whether it be on-stage or off, you should 
join the Janus Players, our CCCC student drama club! Each week our 
meetings may include improv games, staged readings, community 
service planning and more. No experience necessary, but a sense of 
adventure is!
Location: Tliden Arts Center Studio Theatre

Foriegn Film Series Beat: 
Every Tuesday, 3:30 PM until 6:00 PM 

September 24, 2019
Egon Schiele: Death and the Maiden (Austria/Luxembourg | 2016)
Egon Schiele, contemporary and protégé of Gustav Klimt, was one of 
the most provocative artists in Vienna in the early 20th century. Although 
he died at 28, deep passions, scandal, and family drama consumed his 
short life. This biopic focuses on the tumultuous last decade of Schiele’s 
life. The film won three Austrian Film Awards. In German with English 
subtitles.

Location: Science Building, Lecture Hall A, free of charge.

Dental Hygiene Club
Every Wednesday, 12:00 PM until 1:00 PM

The Dental Hygiene club cultivates, promotes, and sustains the art and 
science of Dental Hygiene through involvement in local and national 
dental hygiene associations and through community service.
Location: Maureen M. Wilkens Hall, Room G8

NEW: Writers’ Club
Every Wednesday, 2:30 PM until 3:30 PM
Calling all student writers who want to join a fun creative atmosphere. 
Writers’ Club will be exploring the genres of poetry, fiction, and non-
fiction, workshopping writing, and sharing writing techniques for 
improvement.

Location: MainSheet Office, Lower Level Wilkens Library GC15

Life Fitness Open Hours
Hours: Monday through Thursday,  8:00 AM until 6:00 PM
Visit the Office of Student Life to obtain your Student ID. Bring your ID 
to the Life Fitness Center and fill out a membership form. 

The Life Fitness Center is also hiring Work Study Students!
For information please contact:

Tracy Morin, MSEd, ACSM-CPT
Campus Engagement and Wellness Programs Coordinator
tmornin@capecod.edu, 508-362-2131 x4680

Active Minds Meeting
Every Wednesday,  2:00 PM until 3:00 PM

Members meet weekly to plan events on campus that raise awareness and 
promote a dialogue around issues, such as mental health and education 
for the entire student body and about resources in and around campus.
Location: Maureen M. Wilkens Hall, Room 114

Family Pantry is OPEN
Located on the lower level of the Fitness Center Room G13

Hours:
Monday 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM
Tuesday 10:00 AM – 2:30 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
All are welcome to visit the pantry once a week, 
just bring a valid 4Cs ID!
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Cape Cod Aviation Club
Every Wednesday, 4:45 PM

The purpose of this club is to educate, empower and inspire our local 
community to achieve their dreams in the field of aviation.

Location: 
Plymouth Municipal Airport (PYM)
246 South Meadow Road, Gate 6
Plymouth, MA 02360

Debate Club
Every Wednesday, 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM

The Debate Club seeks to promote open discourse as a first priority. 
Toward this end, this academically focused club offers students 
opportunities by fostering open thinking and promoting diverse opinions 
on campus with public debates.

Location: MM Wilkens, room 116

Reverand John French and President John Cox. Arrianna Prentiss sings ‘America the Beautiful.’Bruce McDaniel/MainSheet Bruce McDaniel/MainSheet


