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Official artist rendering of new science building. courtesy of 4Cs President John Cox

New science building due in 2023
by Jarod Deegan

It’s been eight years since 
Cape Cod Community Col-
lege (4Cs) President John Cox 
started advocating to upgrade 
the school’s facility for their 
Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Math (STEM) stu-
dents. And within the next few 
months, President Cox will see 
this project finally start to come 
to fruition.

In June of this year, con-
struction workers will begin to 

“break ground”, according to 
Cox, in the area between the 
Frank Wilkens Building (Wilkens 
North) and Lecture Halls A, B 
and C. The intention is to clear 
a path for construction equip-
ment, whose first task is to de-
molish lecture halls A, B and C 
this summer.

Due to construction happen-
ing while students will be attend-
ing classes in the summer and 
into the fall semester, President 

Cox does acknowledge that con-
struction work will be “a little 
disruptive” to students taking 
classes. Cox stated that he will 
send out notices to students and 
faculty on when and where the 
construction work will be taking 
place before said work begins.

At the end of the 2019 fall 
semester, former Vice President 
of Finance and Operations Lisa 
Kopecky left her position at the 
college and with it, her share of 

responsibilities in leading this 
project.

“Until we find someone to 
fill her position, I will be taking 
over her role on the project and 
when we do find a person to 
replace our former Vice Presi-
dent, whoever that will be, will 
then be brought up to date on 
the project and take over my 
responsibilities,” said Cox.

continued on page 2

On my first ever visit to Cape 
Cod Community College (4Cs), 
I felt lost, confused and unsure 
about my decisions. Since 
then, I have discovered 
energy drinks, dyed my 
hair pink and mastered 
trigonometry. Now as I enter my 
last semester, I still feel a bit 
lost, confused and unsure, but I 
have found myself. I know now 
that I made the right choice to 
come here and I have taken full 
advantage of this experience.

continued on page 7

by Virginia Johnstonby Evan Nikas

Editorial: 
My Final 
Semester 
at CCCC

Cape Cod Community Col-
lege (4Cs) is lucky enough to 
possess a radio station on cam-
pus that opens up several radio 
opportunities for both students 
and faculty alike. Unfortunate-
ly, the employees and students 
who work within WKKL have 
run into a major roadblock. 
The transmitter that allows the 
WKKL station to broadcast 
has been damaged, and busi-
ness will not be able to function 
like usual without repairs.  

Radio 
station in 
need of 
new part

Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival, see page 5

KCACTF attendees participate in theater worksop. Reece Roth/MainSheet

continued on page 6



Come one, come all to the 
Wilkens Library at Cape Cod 
Community College (4Cs), now 
offering extended hours on Thurs-
day for any late-night students in 
need of some extra time to write 
a last-minute essay or get a quick 
study session in before the big test.

Instead of closing at 8 PM on 
Thursday, they will now close at 
10 PM. The library will now be 
open 66.5 hours a week in total. It 
may not seem like much of a dif-
ference, but a lot can get done in a 
couple of extra hours. Thanks to a 
spreadsheet created by Library Di-
rector Timothy Gerolami, we can 
see that out of all the community 
colleges in Massachusetts, 4Cs 
ranks fifth in terms of weekly li-
brary hours.

“Students might need to pop in 
and grab something really quick, 
or they might need a quiet place to 
work late at night,” said Gerolami. 
“We want to increase opportuni-
ties for our evening students.”

This change was made mostly 
with nursing students in mind, in 
particular those who don’t have 
enough time during the day, in be-
tween class and work, to get essen-
tial assignments done. The nursing 
student representative sent out a 

survey to nursing students, asking 
if they wanted extended hours in 
the library and which day would 
work best.

Although only the thoughts of 
the nursing students were specifi-
cally surveyed, of course all other 
students can take advantage of the 
extra time as well. 

“I can put in some extra time 
in my studies...extra time equals 
better grades,” said 4Cs student 

Cole Woodbury. “I went to UMass 
Dartmouth and their library stayed 
open until [midnight] every night. 
At least 20 students would be stay-
ing until that time was up. This 
benefits the students that work 
harder at night.”

Woodbury witnessed firsthand 
students taking advantage of later 
hours, as is the hope here at 4Cs. 
He takes multiple classes that 
meet later than most courses, some 

even going from 6:30 PM until 
9:30 PM. He is very appreciative 
of the extra hours on Thursday 
nights because it fits perfectly into 
his schedule. Many other students 
will be elated at the news.

“Thursday is the last day be-
fore the weekend,” said Gerolami. 
“Students are still in that mid-
week mindset so they can get 
some work done.”

Students haven’t transitioned 
into that weekend mindset, where 
they don’t want to focus on school, 
so extending hours on Thursday 
is perfect to allow students to 
get some things done before the 
weekend.

About six years ago, the li-
brary was open until 9:30 PM on 
Monday through Thursday. Due to 
budgetary constraints and changes 
to staffing, 4Cs was no longer able 
to allow such hours. There was a 
brief time of confusion where stu-
dents would ask about the time 
change, but it was deemed a low 
impact on student life on campus. 
Maybe someday 4Cs can get back 
to those hours, but for now the ex-
tension on Thursday will suffice. 
Students will be flocking to the 
library on Thursday nights, trying 
to cram in some last minute work.
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With construction officially 
beginning at the end of this se-
mester, the next step for the col-
lege will be to obtain the approv-
al from the Board of Trustees for 
the finances of the project. 

“We hope to get the voting 
done as early as March,” says 
Cox.

After receiving a $25-million 
grant from the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, 4Cs found itself 
needing to find a way to come 
up with the remaining $13-mil-
lion to pay for the entire proj-
ect. The school will be spending 

$3-million out of pocket, while 
the remaining $10-million is left 
for fundraising.

“We’re campaigning to re-
ceive donations from people who 
have, in the past, donated money 
to the college,” said Kathy Mc-
Namara, the CEO of the Educa-
tional Foundation at 4Cs. “Such 
as the Wilkens family, who have 
provided us with $5-million for 
the project.”

To go along with the Wilkens 
donation, a few Cape Cod-based 
companies have pledged funds 
for the project. Those compa-

nies are Cape Cod Five, Co-
operative Bank of Cape Cod, 
Rockland Trust and two other 
donators who, at this point, are 
anonymous.

“It’s very significant to gain 
the generous financial support of 
local businesses, foundations and 
individuals,” said McNamara. 
“They are validating the impor-
tance of this project to the Cape 
economy.”

To go along with the dona-
tions, it has been rumored that 
some educational departments are 
engaging in a friendly competi-

tion to see who can do the most 
fundraising for the project. This 
is a great way for the school to 
raise funds for the project while 
having some friendly competi-
tion.

The timetable of this project 
hasn’t changed much since the 
previous update, last September. 
Assuming that the Cape does 
not get hit with another tornado 
this summer, project completion 
is set for Spring 2023 and the 
Science and Engineering Center 
will be fully operational in the 
Fall of 2023.

continued from page 1

by Joshua Nawoichik

College seeks funding to start construction

Students eager to utilize new library hours

couresty of 4Cs President John Cox

Joshua Nawoichik/MainSheet

Official artist rendering of new science building (see page 8 for color).

Library Director Timothy Gerolami.
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Robotics technology is 
steadily becoming more and more 
integrated into our culture each 
day. For this trend to continue, 
we will need new generations 
of programmers, engineers and 
designers. Cape Cod Community 
College’s (4Cs) Engineering 
Sciences and Applied Technology 
department intends to answer that 
call in force.

“Robots make a safer 
environment and open up jobs,” 
said 4Cs student Kyle Casano. 
“It’s like the future!”

Part of the appeal is that robots 
won’t be late to work, come into 
work impaired, or other human-
related problems. Sure, the robots 
may break down on occasion, but 
that’s where people like Casano 
come in to fix them.

4Cs Professor Fredrick 
Bsharah hopes to get more 
students interested in S.T.E.M. 
(Science Technology Engineering 
Mathematics) curriculum by 
starting an official robotics 
club here at 4Cs. Twice a week 
(Tuesdays and Thursdays) 
Bsharah heads up a robotics and 

engineering lab in the Life Fitness 
Center on the far end of campus.

The lab gives students a place 
and opportunity to collaborate 
and use what they have learned in 
class to tackle new and exciting 
projects. One of those projects is 
learning how to program robots 
like Baxter and Sawyer. Baxter 
and Sawyer are collaborative 
robots made by Rethink Robotics.

According to Bsharah, Baxter 
and Sawyer are used to teach 
students and prepare them for what 
they will find in manufacturing and 
engineering in their careers. Both 
robots are extremely advanced 
and take very precise programing 
to work properly. The robots are 
equipped with sensors to keep the 
arms from hitting each other or 
people who may get in there way.

On January 11, Bsharah took 
three 4Cs students to Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI) to 
participate in the Vex-U robot-
ics competition. Typically, a team 
takes around six months to pre-
pare for this kind of competition. 
According to Bsharah, his team 
only had two weeks. The 4Cs team 

used Vex robotic kits to enter the 
competition. Bsharah said that it 
was more of a learning experience 
for them.

“We didn’t know what would 
be in the water once we jumped 
[in],” said Bsharah. “But we 
jumped anyways and it was fun.”

The college continues to 
make advancements in this field. 
Bsharah hopes to have an official 
4Cs robotics club up and running 
in February or March. The En-
gineering Sciences and Applied 
Technology department will be pi-
loting a new robotics program in 
the fall.

All of the students in the ro-
botics and engineering lab are ex-
cited for such a club, with some 
students even suggesting ideas 
like ‘Battle Bots’, a television 
show that pits robots against each 
other in a dangerous arena. With 
an official robotics club on cam-
pus, Bsharah definitely intends to 
participate in more of the Vex-U 
competitions.

4Cs student Derrick Mon-
tique is hopeful the robotics club 
will soon come to fruition with 

more people and more funding. 
4Cs recently received funds from 
the Massachusetts Skills Capital 
Grant. So far, 233 grants have been 
awarded, totaling in $64,376,404. 
Of that sum, approximately 
$310,000 was awarded to 4Cs, ac-
cording to Bsharah. With this new 
grant money, 4Cs will only im-
prove its programs and clubs.

On January 25, 4Cs hosted 
a smaller robotics competition 
in the Life Fitness Center. More 
than 35 high schools and middle 
schools were in attendance from 
all over Cape Cod and even off-
Cape. Bsharah was there, as well 
as Bridget Burger, the director of 
the S.T.E.M. Starter Academy.

Bsharah intends to continue 
helping this community advance 
and grow. Once the 4Cs robot-
ics club is formed, they intend 
to host even more of such events 
as there community service proj-
ect, a requirement for all clubs on 
campus. If the students have an 
interest in robotics engineering or 
programing, soon there will be an 
official robotics club right here on 
campus.

Collaborative robots were 
invented in 1996 by Northwestern 
University professors Edward 
Colgate and Michael Peshkin. 
Collaborative robots, also known 
as Cobots are specifically designed 
to work safely with humans, 
employing sensors to detect the 
area around them and programing 
to avoid running into themselves 
or anything or anyone who may 
get in there way. Cobots are also 
easer to program than larger 
and more dangerous industrial 
robots, however they still require 

precise instructions. Baxter and 
Sawyer are the cobots here at 
4Cs. They have the ability to be 
programed to do simple tasks 
by simply pressing a button and 
holding the arms in a specific 
place near the grabber with two 
fingers. You are then able to 
move the arms the way you want 
and the program remembers this 
movement and can repeat it if 
the operator instructs them to do 
so. Cobots start with a typical 
price tag of around $24,000 
apiece. 

Robotics Club inspired by WPI competition

Collaborative Robots

Anthony Grandel stands beside ‘Baxter’.

Mario Ricci, Jake Civetti, Kyle Casano and Anthony Grandel.

by Peter Vennerbeck
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photos and interviews by Garrett Spagone

Question of the Week

What are your goals for the semester?

Aundria Jones 
“To reduce procrastination and 

pass all of my classes.”

Jack Woods
“To pass my classes, give it my 

all and make new friends.”

Matthew Dougan  
“To further my education in 

physical fitness.”

Kayla Martin 
“To improve my studying habits.”

Justin Clifford
“To purchase a new smartphone.”

Nick Popovich 
“Passing.”

Brendan Cloutier  
“To shoot for the highest grades 
possible and stay ahead of my 

work.”

Garrett Hollett  
“To keep my grades up and avoid 

falling into despair.”

Humans of CCCC: Student Cristian Marsh
by Emma Devine
What do you hope to gain from 
your time at Cape Cod Com-
munity College (4Cs)? 

“Before I transfer from 4Cs, I 
want to be able to have an asso-
ciates degree in business. I chose 
this because I want to open a 
salon in my future. I graduated 
from Cape Cod Tech with a Cos-
metology license and a Diploma.”

What does a typical week look 
like for you? 

“A typical week usually con-
sists of going to work four to five 
days a week, practices four days 
a week and school two days a 
week. I usually can’t find enough 
time to do homework and hang 
with friends, but I manage.”

Do you have trouble balanc-
ing work, school and being an 
athlete?

“Being an athlete can cause 

trouble maintaining work and 
school because I could be do-
ing homework instead of going 
to practices and being able to 
stay up to speed in classes. I 
could be saving money by work-
ing more hours for a newer car, 
or an apartment if I was not pay-
ing for cheer. So yeah, it gets 
difficult.”

If you could change one thing 
about the world, what would it 
be? 

“If I could change one thing 
in the world, it would definite-
ly be the view family’s have on 
the LGBTQ+ community. As in 
many people are scared to come 
out to their family because their 
religion forbids it. It can go deep-
er than just religion of course, but 
it’s upsetting to know that many 
have to hide their true selves be-
cause of this.” Emma Devine/MainSheetCristian ‘CJ’ Marsh.

Sea Change is Cape Cod Community College’s award-
winning literary & arts magazine!  

Submissions are currently open for essays, short stories 
and poetry as well as art and photography. If you’ve ever 
dreamed of having your work featured in a professional 
publication, then now is the time to submit! 

Deadline: March 1, 2020 

To learn more please review the submission guidelines at: 
seachangecapecod.wordpress.com  
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Attendees of children’s theater workshop gather around participant.

Festival workshop in action. Amelia Allen writes on community theater board.

KCACTF offers a wide variety of workshops
by Reece Roth

The Kennedy Center Ameri-
can College Theater Festi-
val (KCACTF) has once again 
come to Cape Cod Community 
College (4Cs) and the campus is 
buzzing. 

The festival, which is an an-
nual event, provides a wide vari-
ety of workshops, auditions and 
performances for theater students 
and enthusiasts alike to experi-
ence. This year, 4Cs students that 
are currently taking any theater 
classes were registered for the 
festival and given the opportunity 
to attend any event for free.  

2020 is the second year in a 
three-year term where 4Cs has 
hosted the festival. The school 
hosted last year and is set to host 
again in 2021. The college has had 
a previous three year run where it 
hosted in 2013, 2014 and 2015.  

Vana Trudeau, a professor at 
4Cs, is the principal host of the 
theater festival and the co-chair 
for her region. She was originally 
asked to be the co-vice chair in 

2018, and only recently became 
co-chair in February of this year.   

“When we were asked to host 
the festival, we had no idea what 
that meant,” said Trudeau. 

 She, along with the other ex-
ecutives of the festival, are vol-
unteers who help as a service to 
the field of performing arts. Re-
garding her goals for the festi-
val, Trudeau has mentioned that 
she wants to “meet the goals and 
needs of every student, regardless 
of what those goals may be.” 

In the future, she is hoping to 
see more students participate, as 
she knows that more intentional 
participation will offer oppor-
tunities for internships in areas 
like arts administration and stage 
management.  

There were many familiar fac-
es at the festival, including Eliz-
abeth Rapoza, who teaches the-
ater at 4Cs. Rapoza hosted her 
own workshop titled ‘Backyard 
Dramatics: Self Scripting with 
Children and Teens’. The work-

shop attendees learned all about 
the process of writing plays and 
scripts for a younger audience.  

This workshop had the par-
ticipants break off into groups of 
either three or four. While togeth-
er, they were asked to create their 
own story and present it to the 
group after a period of time work-
ing with each other. Many of 
these stories showed examples of 
real-life scenarios that were dra-
matized into scenes.  

The performances were very 
spontaneous and outgoing, and 
they were ones that a child would 
find entertaining, fitting in with 
the purpose of the workshop.  

After the workshop a couple 
of attendees shared their thoughts 
on the event and how it left an ef-
fect on them. 

“I found it unique, and it’s 
always helpful to learn tips on 
teaching kids,” said Julia Duggan, 
a student at Worcester State Uni-
versity.

Duggan took the workshop 

because she enjoys working with 
children and hopes to direct kid’s 
plays in the future.   

Another participant was Zack 
Steenbergen, who attends Duch-
ess Community College in New 
York. Steenbergen worked with 
a non-profit organization called 
‘The Young Americans’, whose 
goal was to teach children theater.  

“Rapoza’s methods of teach-
ing directly contributes to the 
methods of the organization,” said 
Steenbergen. 

From storytelling exercises 
such as these, to meditation and 
yoga lessons, and everything 
in between, the KCACTF of-
fers a variety of workshops so 
that even those who aren’t typi-
cally into theater are likely to 
find a workshop that interests 
them. 4Cs is able to offer free 
admission to its students when it 
hosts the KCACTF, so students 
are encouraged to take advantage 
of this opportunity upon its return 
in 2021.
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“Radio broadcasts require a 
transmitter,” said Naomi Aren-
berg, the general manager of 
WKKL. “An imperfect but use-
ful analogy is a car engine. You 
could own a car with a full tank 
of gas and all of the components 
necessary for it to move, but 
without an engine, the car won’t 
move. The transmitter changes 
electrical signals into higher fre-
quency [radio] waves. The trans-
mitter sends those waves, over a 
cable, to an antenna. The antenna 
emanates those waves into the at-
mosphere.”

The cause of the damage, as 
well as the extent of it, is current-
ly unknown to WKKL staff and 
those within the college aiming to 
aid in the repairs.

“It turns out the actual WKKL 
transmitter is OK,” said Arenberg. 
“It’s either the cable that connects 
the transmitter with the antenna, 
or the antenna, or both the cable 
and antenna that ‘went south.’ Un-
til an antenna specialist examines 
WKKL’s cable, the antenna and 
the tower, we won’t know pre-
cisely what the problem is. The 
first is to straighten and stabilize 
the tower, so that it’s safe for the 
specialist to climb.” 

Interim Dean Bruce Riley also 
had some insight on the condition 
of the transmitter.

“The engineers tell us that the 
main issue seems to be with the 
antenna,” said Riley. “The trans-
mitting antenna unit itself ap-
pears to be malfunctioning, and 

the antenna structure, the part that 
holds the radio antenna, will re-
quire some work before anyone 
can even get up there to repair, or 
replace, the radio antenna.”  

Besides the transmitter being 
damaged, and the process of spe-
cifically finding out what caused 
it to not function properly, there 
is one more obstacle that stands 
in the way: funds. Whether the 
transmitter solely needs repairs, 

or the damages ultimately call for 
a whole new transmitter, mon-
ey will have to be spent either 
way. But getting this money is 
posing as a challenge to all parties 
involved.

“WKKL’s challenges include 
obtaining permission to right the 
tower, but the primary challenge 
will be financial,” said Arenberg. 
“My engineers anticipate that we 
could need as much as $10,000 
to purchase a new antenna and 

cable, plus additional funds for la-
bor. I’m also looking into the pos-
sibility of obtaining second-hand 
equipment.”

Although it is not entirely 
clear whether a full replacement 
will be necessary, early signs in-
dicate that it is very possible.

“Until the antenna specialist 
makes a thorough analysis, we 
won’t know for certain whether 
repair or replacement will be nec-

essary,” said Arenberg. “Given the 
age of the cable and antenna, as 
well as possible water damage, I 
suspect that replacement will be 
necessary.”

The struggle to find funds 
for this malfunction will call for 
funds that would normally go 
to other campus activities or 
clubs.

“In terms of budgets, whenev-
er money is spent on one item, it 
will likely take away from anoth-

er,” said Riley. “Especially when 
the cause is unexpected, as is the 
case here.”  

Although the transmitter be-
ing down hinders WKKL’s abil-
ity to send out its broadcasts, it 
does not completely stop the pro-
duction of the radio shows run by 
students and faculty. WKKL also 
broadcasts its shows online.

“While of course it would be 
better to have the station trans-
mitting as usual, WKKL is still 
streaming live online,” said Riley. 
“As a result, there should not be 
much, if any, negative impact on 
students in the radio broadcast-
ing classes or radio club. Local 
listeners can still listen online as 
well.”

Regardless of the difficul-
ties, business is being handled as 
usual and production is still being 
pushed forward.

“In short, all involved with 
WKKL – including the station 
manager, the station engineers, 
the [4Cs] facilities team and the 
administration – are doing their 
best to make sure students in the 
broadcasting classes and radio 
club have the best experience that 
can be provided within current 
constraints,” said Riley.  

Every step is being taken to 
ensure that WKKL can get back 
to its steady flow of broadcasts, 
live and online. In the meantime, 
make sure to tune in to www.
capecod.edu/wkkl and click ‘Lis-
ten Live!’ to stay up to date on 
WKKL programming. 

WKKL content to continue despite repairs

Radio Club offers platform for student DJs

continued from page 1

by Naia Fermino
Have you ever been driving 

around town, listening to your fa-
vorite station and thought to your-
self, ‘I wonder if I could do this?’. 
The Radio Club at Cape Cod 
Community College (4Cs), offers 
students the opportunity to host 
their very own radio show through 
the campus’s station WKKL (90.7 
FM).

WKKL is home to a diverse 
range of shows from upbeat dance 
and EDM shows to a weekly 
news program that even includes 
a monthly segment titled ‘What’s 
on Your Mind?’ on mental health 
issues that are relevant to students, 
and many more. As well as host-
ing their own show, students can 
and are encouraged to host con-
certs. 

Naomi Arenberg, WKKL’s 
General Manager as well as a ra-
dio broadcasting and production 
professor at 4Cs acts as the Radio 
Club advisor.

“The more live music the bet-
ter around here,” said Arenberg.

There are many activities and 
tasks besides hosting a show that 

students can do in Radio Club. 
This can include screening the 
recordings of music or determin-
ing what activities the club does 
that week to simply learning the 
behind the scenes of the radio in-
dustry.

Arenberg said, “There are 
plenty of things to teach them 
about behind the scenes, both 
technically and just in terms of 
running a station.” 

What students do in Radio 
Club depends on their own inter-
ests and provides an opportunity to 
explore or find what they are most 
passionate about. This experience 
can be especially beneficial to any 
student already taking classes in 
radio because many aspects of this 
medium can be explored beyond 
the coursework. 

“We [Radio Club] can rein-
vent ourselves every semester,” 
said Arenberg. “It depends on the 
interests of the students.”

Arenberg also stated that her 
favorite aspect of being club ad-
visor is “the students’ enthusiasm 
for radio and their mutual sup-

port.”
One of these enthusiastic stu-

dents is Radio Club President 
Kennedy Black.

Black found her love for Ra-
dio Club back in fall of 2018 when 
she was introduced by her friends 
who were already members. That 
semester, she ended up helping 
with ‘Howlfest’, a Halloween ex-
travaganza that is one of the many 
events hosted by the club. Since 
then, Black has officially joined 
the club and, as of fall 2019, has 
since been made the president. As 
president some tasks that Black is 
responsible for include running 

club meetings, planning events, 
helping members decide if they 
want to do a show or not as well as 
discussing their ideas with them.

“It’s a lot of fun,” said Black. 
“It’s a smaller group so it’s easier 
to be a tighter knit group and over-
all people in the club have such a 
great mood.”

Radio Club stresses that all are 
welcome, so if you ever find your-
self curious about the wonders of 
radio or are simply just looking for 
a fun club to check out, students 
can drop in at 2 PM on Wednes-
days for one of their meetings at 
the WKKL office.

Naia Fermino/MainSheet
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Radio Club President Kennedy Black.

Naomi Arenberg stands outside of WKKL.
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2 PM The MainSheet office is located in the Wilkens Library on the Lower Level, Room GC-15.
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At 16 years old, I was looking 
to join the dual enrollment pro-
gram that my high school offered. 
If I attended 4Cs for my junior and 
senior years, then I could graduate 
high school and get my Associate’s 
Degree at the same time. Seems 
like a no brainer, right? Well, to 
me, it meant moving on from high 
school and stepping into the life of 
an adult with more responsibilities 
and a crazier schedule. It was a big 
decision that I felt would ultimate-
ly benefit me in the long run. And 
so far, I think I was right. 

During the fall semester of 
2018, I was required to take a Col-
lege Experience course taught by 
Professor Alison Frisbie along 
with other first year students. The 
objective was to make the college 
transition a bit easier and to pre-
pare us for the future. A journal of 
our hopes and dreams was a re-
quirement.  

There was one exercise 
we did that involved writing 
down our optimal future, a fore-
sight into a proud life. As stu-
dents shared their answers, we 
got the typical mix. A pro ath-
lete, a doctor, a lawyer, that kind 
of stuff. When it was my turn, my 
cheeks flushed red as I answered, 
“I’d like to be a beekeeper.”

My dreams didn’t seem as am-
bitious as the rest. Then again, it 
was my first semester and I didn’t 
know much. I started that class by 
sitting with my only friend, and I 
left it knowing everybody’s story. 

Since then, Kylie Power has 
been in two of my other courses 
and we have gotten to know each 
other. She is also a dual enrollment 
student that started in College Ex-
perience. 

“My first semester was full of 
uncertainty. All I knew about my 
future as a 16 year old was that I 
would attend college until I was 
satisfied,” Power said. “Now, after 
branching out into different fields 
with an assortment of classes, I’ve 
finally been able to determine my 
field of study.”

Power is excited to transfer to 
UMass Boston next semester as an 
Economics and Political Science 
dual major. 

My prime goal here has al-
ways been to explore. I never had 
a dream major or career that drove 
my decisions. I took Plant and Soil 
Science in my second semester 
because I wanted to improve my 
garden. I took Yoga to create some 
routine. I now stretch before gar-
dening. I appreciate the trees when 
I drive down the highway. I think 
this is the best way to enjoy life. 

I took Journalism 1 during my 
second semester which forced me 
to connect with the school. It was 
at this point that I really joined the 
4Cs community. I had to know the 
ins and outs of the school and be 
confident striking up conversa-
tions with strangers. I found that 
writing isn’t limited to five para-
graph essays. 

I also took Intro to Philoso-

phy. If I thought I knew anything 
before, I was wrong. I walked out 
of that class every Monday and 
Wednesday questioning my place 
in the world. By the end of the 
course, both nothing and every-
thing made sense. I am now en-
rolled in Existentialism and I don’t 
know why I exist, but maybe we’ll 
get to that by the end of the semes-
ter. 

For a lot of students, com-
munity college is just a stepping-
stone to a four-year school. Most 
of my peers have started this pro-
cess with college visits and appli-
cations. My friend Sohrob Nyman 
has been on this journey with me 
since middle school. He made the 
decision to join the same dual en-
rollment program at 16, and now 
he’s getting ready to move on.  

“When I transfer to a four-
year college to pursue physical 
therapy, I will have some credits 
under my belt and have a head 
start,” said Nyman.

To him, attending 4Cs meant 
that he finished some prerequi-
sites. I thought that was my path 
for a while, but application season 
has come and gone, and I never ap-
plied anywhere. For Sohrob and 
Kylie, their passions await them 
at four-year schools. For me, I will 
be fine after 4Cs. 

So we look to the future. I am 
going on the Belize study abroad 
trip this spring. Then I have no 
plans, and I am so excited. May-
be I’ll get some bees.

Bruce McDaniel/MainSheetVirginia Johnston studying in the cafeteria.
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Announcements
Foriegn Film Series Beat: 
Every Tuesday, 3:30 PM until 6:00 PM 

February 11, 2020
Rabbit-Proof Fence (Australia – 2002)
This is the true story of Molly Craig, a fourteen year old, half-caste 
Australian girl who leads her sister Daisy and cousin Gracie on an epic 
journey on foot across the Australian outback, after escaping from a 
government camp set up to train these young people as domestic workers 
and integrate them into white society. Always just one step ahead of the 
authorities, Molly and the girls search for the rabbit-proof fence that 
divides the continent and will lead them home. Philip Noyce presents a 
tale of courage and the indomitable quality of the human spirit.

Location: Science Building, Lecture Hall A, free of charge

Writers’ Club
Every Wednesday, 2:15 PM until 3:15 PM

Calling all student writers who want to join a fun creative atmosphere. 
Writers’ Club will be exploring the genres of poetry, fiction, and non-
fiction, workshopping writing, and sharing writing techniques for 
improvement.

Location: MainSheet Office, Lower Level Wilkens Library GC15

Family Pantry is OPEN
Located on the lower level of the Fitness Center Room G13

Hours:
Monday 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM
Tuesday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Wednesday 10:00 AM – 12:30 PM
All are welcome to visit the pantry once a week,  
just bring a valid 4Cs ID!

Joke of the Week
What do you call a fly 

with no wings?

A walk.ANSWER:

Official artist rendering of new science building. couresty of 4Cs President John Cox

Academic Support Services:

Tutoring Center:
Monday 9:00 AM– 7:00 PM
Tuesday 9:00 AM- 7:00 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM- 6:00 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM- 7:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM- 3:00 PM
To make appointments online, go to:
www.capecod.edu/web/tutoring
Location: Maureen M. Wilkens Hall, Room 111

Reading and Writing Resource Center (drop-in tutoring):
Monday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Tuesday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM- 6:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Location: Maureen M. Wilkens Hall, Room 108 

Math Learning Center (drop-in tutoring):
Monday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Tuesday 9:00 AM - 6:00PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Friday 10:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Location: Science Building, Room 112

Science Lab – Call 774-330-4352 for hours
Location: Science G-05 

Seashore Café 
8 AM to 3:30 PM, Monday – Thursday.

Operated by the Project Forward program the Seashore Café offers on-
the-go breakfast and snacks as well as hot or iced coffee provided by the 
Cape Cod Coffee Company. 

Location: Maureen M. Wilkens Hall between North and South

Wilkens Library Hours:
(Check out our article on extended library hours-page 2)
Monday-Wednesday: 8 am to 8 pm
Thursday: 8 am to 10 pm
Friday: 8 am to 4:30 pm
Saturday: 9 am to 1 pm
Sunday: 1 pm to 5 pm


